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About SDPI

SDPI was founded in August 1992 on the recommendation of the Pakistan National Conservation
Strategy (NCS), also called Pakistan’s Agenda 21. The NCS placed Pakistan’s socio-economic
development within the context of a national environmental plan. This highly acclaimed document,
approved by the Federal Cabinet in March 1992, outlined the need for an independent non-profit
organization to serve as a source of expertise for policy analysis and development, policy
intervention, and policy and program advisory services. SDPI is registered under the Societies
Registration Act, XXI of 1860.

Mission

To catalyse the transition towards sustainable development, defined as the enhancement of peace,

social justice and well-being, within and across generations.

Vision

To be a center of excellence on sustainable development policy research, capacity development and

advocacy in Pakistan.

About Newsletter

To keep abreast of emerging issues at the national/international and
local level, the SDPI brings out a Bi-Monthly E-Newsletter for

“China Study Centre - SDPI”

It carries reference information’s to the news items/comments/Op-Eds
appearing in leading National/International daily newspapers.
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Dawn . The News . The Express Tribune
The Nation ° Business Recorder ° Daily Times
Pakistan Observer o Pakistan Today . Urdu Point

China Daily




Editor Note:

Launched in August 2018, China Study Centre is a broader initiative of
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) to bridge the research-policy
gap on the issues of global relevance such as trade, technologies, climate change,
tourism, business, finance and Pakistan-China relations. The Centre strives to
foster research, knowledge and expertise on China, profoundly relevant to our
engagement with China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

With a large network of universities, government bodies, business and civil
society organizations, the Centre aims to promote collaborations, capacity
building and technology transfer based on lessons learnt and experiences of
China, attributed to their scientific knowledge and policy instruments. This
requires a deep insight into Chinese history, culture, and socio-economic
contexts. Such an approach is essential to catalyze the active engagement with
China to address the economic and development challenges towards achieving
sustainable development.
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Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)

Kashmir, Elephant and Dragon

Source: Dr Shazia Anwer Cheema, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-03-26

India's External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, speaking at the Raisina Dialogue held in New Delhi recently, rejected
the existing world order and called for a new one. India's loud demand for a new international order should be
reviewed through the evolving dynamics of Sino-Indian relations. On March 17, 2025, China welcomed Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's statement that India ..... more >>

Missing in Baloch conundrum

Source: Abbas Nasir, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-03-16

THE hijacking of a train by BLA militants in Balochistan and the reprehensible murder of innocent, unarmed hostages
was a step up the escalatory ladder by the banned group and was followed by the Pakistani military’s response that
the attack would dictate a change in the rules of engagement. This change was spelt out at a media briefing by the
military’s top spokesman who said BLA m..... more >>

China & America trade conflict

Chinese premier calls for ‘dialogue’ as US senator visits Beijing

Source: AFP, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-03-23

China’s number two leader on Sunday called for “dialogue” with Washington, during a meeting in Beijing attended by
prominent US business executives and a key congressional ally of President Donald Trump. Relations between the
world’s two largest economies have plunged in recent weeks, as blanket tariffs imposed by Trump threaten China’s
trade prospects. Premier ..... more >>

Via imperia

Source: F.S. Aijazuddin, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-03-27

AT the height of the Roman Empire, all roads led to, and from, Rome. In Britannia alone — a province conquered in
43 AD and held for 400 years — the Roman legions built about 8,000 miles (13,000 kilometres) of roads. The historian
Plutarch records that these roads ran “perfectly straight through the countryside”. Remnants of them exist even today.
Our own Grand Trunk Roa..... more >>

Pakistani entities linked to China face US curbs

Source: Agencies, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-03-27

WASHINGTON: The United States has added dozens of entities to a trade blacklist on Tuesday, its commerce
department said, in part to disrupt Beijing’s artificial intelligence and advanced computing capabilities. The action
affects 80 entities from countries including China, Taiwan, Pakistan, the United Arab Emirates, Iran and South Africa,
with the department citing their “activitie..... more >>
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Economic Growth & Governance

CDF 2025: Key Takeaways

Source: Yasir Habib Khan, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-03-27

Two-day China Development Forum (CDF) 2025, that ended on March 24, set the tone of global oneness to let world
steer toward global development for a new stage of balanced, coordinated and inclusive growth in face of rising
trends of protectionism, unilateralism and decoupling. From the onset to conclusion, Chinese leadership put the best
foot forward to get the na..... more >>

China’s growth amid headwinds

Source: Ishrat Husain, The News, International , 2025-03-29

The just-concluded annual sessions of the National People's Congress, China's top legislature, endorsed the main
economic targets proposed by Premier Li Qiang in the Government Work Report, including a GDP growth rate of
around 5.0 per cent and a consumer price index increase of around 2.0 per cent. After successfully meeting the 5.0
per cent GDP growth target in 2024, China continues to r..... more >>

Energy, Environment & Climate Change

Chinese wind turbine makers lead 2024 global installations: Report

Source: News Wire, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-03-24

BEIJING - China accounted for six of the top 10 wind turbine makers globally in 2024, based on the latest report by
Bloomberg NEF (BNEF), and the top four were all from China alone for the first time since BNEF began publishing
the ranking in 2013. Specifically, Goldwind kept leading the ranking as the world’s largest turbine provider, with a
newly added capacity of 19.3 GW in 2024. Envision ..... more >>

Pak-China Relations / Foreign Affairs

Sino-Pak cooperation

Source: Muhammad Amir Rana, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-03-16

IT is expected that the train hijacking incident in Balochistan will trigger a robust response from the state — quite
likely in the form of military action on several fronts. Nevertheless, discussions focusing on the political aspects of
the crisis in the province, and how to address it, particularly regarding the initiation of dialogue, will persist, even if in
subdued tones. The debate ..... more >>

Markets, facilities to be provided to Chinese citizens

Source: Jawwad Rizvi, The News, International , 2025-03-19

LAHORE: The Punjab government has initiated the proactive steps to address concerns of Chinese companies
related to dedicated markets, salons, and other essential facilities within industrial zones so that the Chinese
residents can access basic necessities without security concerns. Around two dozen of the Chinese companies
operating in Pakistan have raised these concerns with the Punjab governme..... more >>

Works of Chinese artist go on display at PNCA

Source: Our Correspondent , The News, International , 2025-03-23

Islamabad: Pakistan National Council of the Arts on Thursday inaugurated ‘Mirror to the Soul,” a captivating portrait
exhibition featuring the remarkable works of Chinese artist Professor Zhao Yingming. The exhibition, a collaborative
initiative between PNCA and For Art Sake, will remain open for the public until March 25. UN Resident Coordinator
and Humanitarian Coordinator in Pakistan..... more >>
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Pakistan, China in talks for security of Chinese nationals

Source: Agencies, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-03-27

BEIJING: Pakistan and China are engaged in discussions to strengthen security measures for Chinese nationals
working in Pakistan, Islamabad’s Ambassador to Beijing, Khalil Hashmi, said on Wednesday. Speaking on the
sidelines of Boao Forum in China’s Hainan province, Hashmi emphasized that ensuring the safety of Chinese workers
is Pakistan’s “national responsibility,”..... more >>

China, Pakistan firmly stand together for a brighter future: Envoy

Source: INP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-03-24

ISLAMABAD - Chinese Ambassador Jiang Zaidong has said that China and Pakistan stand firmly together and would
remain strong partners through thick and thin for mutual benefits in all sectors particularly economy. He was
addressing here on Sunday the inauguration ceremony of the “Esthetic Bridges” exhibition in this vibrant and hopeful
season of spring. Among others, the function ..... more >>

Pak-China Trade

‘China’s role commendable in transforming Pakistan’

Source: INP, The News, International , 2025-03-27

Islamabad: Chinese companies’ role highly commendable in Pakistan’s development, from road expansions to
energy projects and port enhancements. This was stated by Associate Researcher Kumar Raja who is engaged in
the Atrtificial Intelligence and Public Safety Research Centre at the Yangtze Delta Region Institute (Huzhou) of the
University of Electronic Science and Technology of China (UES..... more >>

Growth Corridor

Source: Editorial, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-03-16

The commitment of both Pakistan and China to the timely completion of the Karakoram Highway (KKH) and ML-1
railway project underscores the importance of sustained, strategic infrastructure development. These projects are
more than mere transportation networks; they represent economic lifelines that will boost trade, create jobs, and
improve connectivity within Pakistan and beyond. The focus on co..... more >>

Chinese firm refutes claims about lapses in coal bidding process

Source: Mushtaqg Ghumman, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-03-17

ISLAMABAD: The Chinese Company M/s Huaneng Shandong Ruyi (HSR), which owns 1360MW imported coal-fired
Sahiwal power plant, has strongly refuted claims made by certain individuals and entities, asserting that they are part
of a targeted campaign to undermine its reputation, with ulterior business motives at play. The company, in a
communication addressed to Power Division has referred to a com..... more >>

Pakistan Navy second Hangor-class submarine launched in China

Source: News Wire, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-03-17

BEIJING - The Pakistan Navy’s second Hangor-class submarine was recently launched in China, with a Chinese
expert expecting the boat with strong comprehensive combat capability to become a mainstay for the Pakistan Navy
and represent a high level of military cooperation between the two countries to safeguard peace and stability in the
region. The launching ceremony took place in Wuhan, Ce..... more >>

Pakistani, Chinese companies ink MoU to boost e-commerce collaboration

Source: News Wire, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-03-17

BEIJING - In a move to strengthen Pakistan-China cooperation in the fields of information technology (IT) and e-
commerce, the Guangzhou Tianhe Software and Information Industry Association, China and E-commerce Gateway
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Pakistan (Pvt.) Ltd. have signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU). The agreement, signed recently, aims to
jointly promote ITCN Asia 2025, a premier IT and E-commerce trade fair ..... more >>

Trade wars and tariffs

Source: Dr Hassan Daud Butt, The News, International , 2025-03-18

In an increasingly dynamic global landscape, Asia stands at the forefront of change, driven by a shared commitment
to openness and economic integration. The region’s growth remains crucial to global development. Home to more
than half of the world's population, Asia accounts for nearly a third of global output in terms of purchasing power. The
IMF has projected a 4.4 per cent growth rat..... more >>

Exploring bold economic fix for Pakistan

Source: Our Correspondent , The News, International , 2025-03-22

Islamabad: Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE) held a high-level meeting with Prof David Daokui
Li, Mansfield Freeman Chair Professor at Tsinghua University, China, to deliberate on Pakistan’s economic
challenges and explore areas for strategic collaboration. Dr Nasir Igbal, Registrar and Acting Vice-Chancellor, who
led the PIDE team presented the institute’s National Ec..... more >>

First-ever cargo flight from China lands at Islamabad airport

Source: News Desk, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-03-22

Islamabad International Airport has achieved a significant milestone with the launch of its first-ever cargo flights from
China. According to Express News, the first cargo flight from Urumgqi, operated by SF Airlines, arrived at Islamabad
Airport carrying over 25 tons of goods. The Chinese delegation was warmly welcomed by Chief Operating Officer
(COO) and Airport Manager Aftab Gilani. In a sta..... more >>

Customs values on import of various pins from China revised

Source: Sohail Sarfaz, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-03-23

ISLAMABAD: Directorate General of Customs Valuation Karachi has revised customs values on the import of Safety
Pin, Paper Pin & Scarf Pin (Low End Brands) from China. In this regard, the directorate has issued valuation ruling
number 1983 of 2025 on Saturday. Background of the issue revealed that the customs values of Safety Pin, Paper
Pin & Scarf Pin (Low End Brands) were determined vide ..... more >>

Pakistan gears up for key role at Boao Forum

Source: China Economic Net, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-03-26

BEIJING: Pakistan is poised to play a significant role at the Boao Forum for Asia (BFA) 2025, a crucial platform
shaping the continent's economic landscape amid global uncertainties. With high-level participation from Pakistan's
finance ministry, the Ministry of Commerce and the diplomatic corps, the country aims to contribute to discussions
on regional cooperation, trade and economic ..... more >>

Aurangzeb calls for inclusive, equitable globalisation at Boao Forum for Asia

Source: News Wire, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-03-27

ISLAMABAD - Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb has called for inclusive and
equitable globalisation to benefit the developing economies of the world. He emphasized the urgent need for an
inclusive approach to globalization, one that benefits all nations, particularly the developing economies, said a press
release issued here on Wednesday. H..... more >>
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China-Pakistan trade surges as Khunjerab Pass opens year-round

Source: News Wire, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-03-28

KASHGAR - Following customs clearance, a convoy of 25 domestically manufactured tractor trucks, valued at a total
of USD 1.5 million, departed from Khunjerab Pass in Xinjiang, China. These “Made in China” machines will travel
along the Karakoram Highway to reach Sost Port in Pakistan, serving as a gateway for distribution along the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) and to global markets, ..... more >>

Pakistan, China adopt novel approach to grow flowers

Source: China Economic Net, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-03-30

KUNMING: A joint study by Pakistan's Shaheed Benazir Bhutto University (SBBU) and China's Yunnan Academy of
Agricultural Sciences (YAAS) has tested new techniques that could assist Pakistani farmers in growing roses and
marigolds, flowers commonly used in the country for cultural events and celebrations. The one-year project based in
Yunnan, southwest China, examined ways to tackle issue..... more >>

Pakistan’s sesame seed exports to China surge by 180pc in early 2025

Source: News Wire, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-03-30

BEIJING - Pakistan’s sesame seed exports to China saw a significant 179.88% increase in the first two months of
2025, reflecting growing demand and deepening agricultural trade ties between the two countries, said Ghulam Qadir,
Trade and Investment Counsellor at Pakistan’s Embassy in Beijing. Ghulam Qadir, Trade and Investment Counsellor,
said that according to data from Chin..... more >>

New floral varieties developed to boost yields

Source: News Wire, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-03-31

BEIJING - A joint study by Pakistan’s Shaheed Benazir Bhutto University (SBBU) and China’s Yunnan Academy of
Agricultural Sciences (YAAS) has tested new techniques that could assist Pakistani farmers in growing roses and
marigolds, flowers commonly used in the country for cultural events and celebrations. The one-year project, based
in Yunnan, southwest China, examined ways to tackle i..... more >>

China reaffirms support for Pakistan’s uplift, counterterrorism efforts

Source: Muhammad Saleh Zaafir, The News, International , 2025-03-24

ISLAMABAD: China has pledged firm support to Pakistan in safeguarding its sovereignty and territorial integrity,
pursuing a development path suited to its national conditions, combating terrorism and playing a greater role in
international and regional affairs. Announcing this commitment, Chinese Ambassador Jiang Zaidong, while speaking
at the inauguration ceremony of “Esthetic Bridge&rdquo..... more >>

Strategic cooperation to enhance mutual benefits: Chinese envoy

Source: APP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-03-24

ISLAMABAD: Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan, Jiang Zaidong on Sunday said that strategic cooperation between
China and Pakistan will further boost the mutual benefits. Addressing the inauguration ceremony of the “Esthetic
Bridge” exhibition at Silkroad Culture Center, the ambassador said, “We are ready to work with Pakistan to implement
this important initiative, appreciating ..... more >>
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Regional Integration under B&R +CPEC

‘China’s role commendable in transforming Pakistan’

Source: INP, The News, International , 2025-03-27

Islamabad: Chinese companies’ role highly commendable in Pakistan’s development, from road expansions to
energy projects and port enhancements. This was stated by Associate Researcher Kumar Raja who is engaged in
the Atrtificial Intelligence and Public Safety Research Centre at the Yangtze Delta Region Institute (Huzhou) of the
University of Electronic Science and Technology of China (UES..... more >>

Balochistan speaker seeks report on CPEC projects in Gwadar

Source: Saleem Shahid, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-03-18

QUETTA: Baluchistan Assembly Speaker Abdul Khaliq Achakzai on Monday directed that a detailed progress report
on development projects under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) in Gwadar be presented in the next
session. He also called for arranging a visit for all MPAs to directly assess the situation in the coastal district. Jamaat-
i-Islami lawmaker Maulana Hidayatur Rehman, in a ca..... more >>

Research, Development & Capacity Building

Sino-COMSTECH collaboration strengthens scientific and health partnerships

Source: Our Correspondent , The News, International , 2025-03-24

Islamabad: OIC-COMSTECH, the Ministerial Standing Committee on Scientific and Technological Cooperation under
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), continues to strengthen its collaborations with China in the fields of
science, technology, and health. The initiative underscores international scientific cooperation and its growing
strategic partnership with China. During a ceremony at COMS..... more >>

Sino-Pak varsities vow to strengthen ties to meet global challenges

Source: Our Correspondent , The News, International , 2025-03-27

FAISALABAD: At the 11th Board of Directors meeting of the Chinese Confucius Institute (Cl), chaired by the
University of Agriculture Faisalabad Vice Chancellor Prof Dr Zulfigar Ali and Prof Dr Jiang Pingan (online), President
of Xinjiang Agriculture University China, it was discussed that the two universities will strengthen academia and
research ties to address future challenges. Prof Dr Jiang P..... more >>

Vol. 07, No. 06, Issue: 16-31 March 2025 Page 9 of 18



https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1295647-china-s-role-commendable-in-transforming-pakistan
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=386950&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://www.dawn.com/news/1898606/balochistan-speaker-seeks-report-on-cpec-projects-in-gwadar
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=385873&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1294666-sino-comstech-collaboration-strengthens-scientific-and-health-partnerships
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=386540&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1295685-sino-pak-varsities-vow-to-strengthen-ties-to-meet-global-challenges
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=386960&db_name=lib_news_2025

China Study Centre: E-Newsletter

SDPI's Engagement

Dialogue News

Denmark backs Pakistan’s green transition, calls sustainability ‘a business opportunity’

Source: APP, Daily Times , 2025-03-21

The Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) in collaboration with the Embassy of Denmark hosted a high-
stakes pre-budget dialogue on carbon taxation, emphasizing the urgent need for a well-rounded policy approach.
Speaking at the forum Danish Ambassador Jacob Linulf emphasized the urgent need for climate action in Pakistan,
citing climate change as a fundamental threat that requires immed..... more >>

Denmark backs Pakistan’s green transition, calls sustainability ‘a Business Opportunity’

Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2025-03-20

ISLAMABAD, Mar 20 (APP): The Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) in collaboration with the Embassy
of Denmark hosted a high-stakes pre-budget dialogue on carbon taxation, emphasizing the urgent need for a well-
rounded policy approach. Denmark backs Pakistan’s green transition, calls sustainability ‘a Business Opportunity’
Speaking at the forum Danish Ambassador Jaco..... more >>

Denmark Backs Pakistan’s Green Transition, Calls Sustainability ‘a Business Opportunity’

Source: APP, Urdu Point Lahore , 2025-03-20

ISLAMABAD, (APP - Urdu Point / Pakistan Point News - 20th Mar, 2025) The Sustainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI) in collaboration with the Embassy of Denmark hosted a high-stakes pre-budget dialogue on carbon
taxation, emphasizing the urgent need for a well-rounded policy approach. Speaking at the forum Danish
Ambassador Jacob Linulf emphasized the urgent need for climate action in Pakista..... more >>

Denmark backs Pakistan’s Green Transition, calls sustainability ‘a Business Opportunity’

Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2025-03-20

ISLAMABAD, March 20 (SABAH): The Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) in collaboration with the
Embassy of Denmark hosted a high-stakes pre-budget dialogue on carbon taxation, emphasizing the urgent need
for a well-rounded policy approach. Speaking at the forum Danish Ambassador Jacob Linulf emphasized the urgent
need for climate action in Pakistan, citing climate change as a fun..... more >>

Denmark hosts dialogue to support Pakistan’s green transition

Source: News Desk, 24News tv , 2025-03-20

Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) in collaboration with the Embassy of Denmark hosted a high-stakes
pre-budget dialogue on carbon taxation, emphasizing the urgent need for a well-rounded policy approach. Speaking
at the forum Danish Ambassador Jacob Linulf emphasized the urgent need for climate action in Pakistan, citing
climate change as a fundamental threat that requires immediate..... more >>
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Experts Urge Strategic Carbon Taxation To Boost Climate Resilience

Source: Sabih Ul Hussnain, The Friday Times , 2025-03-21

Supreme Court Justice Mansoor Ali Shah has emphasised that carbon taxation should be a tool for climate adaptation
and resilience, particularly for vulnerable nations like Pakistan. He underscored the need for a differentiated carbon
tax regime aligned with Pakistan’s economic realities, ensuring climate justice while facilitating a sustainable
transition for industries. Addressing a pre-..... more >>

Western countries send ships to Gadani under falsified documents

Source: Rasheed Khalid, The News, International , 2025-03-24

Islamabad: Rear Admiral Salman llyas, Managing Director, Karachi Shipyard, highlighting challenges faced by
Pakistan’s shipbuilding industry, has called it an essential but neglected sector crucial for national development.
Admiral Salman was addressing a webinar on "Circularity in the marine environment and sustainable ship recycling
in Pakistan" organised here by Sustainable Deve..... more >>

Roundtable Discussion

Tobacco industry manipulates statistics, research to influence govt policy

Source: Rasheed Khalid, The News, International , 2025-03-25

Islamabad: Managing Director, Social Policy and Development Centre (SPDC) Asif Igbal noted that tobacco
companies manipulate declared production to influence tax policies. He was speaking at a roundtable on "Tobacco
industry's tactics of manipulation of budgetary taxes: policy, practice and evidence" organised here by Sustainable
Development Policy Institute (SDPI). Asif Igbal highl..... more >>

Experts censure tobacco industry for tax evasion, other duties

Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2025-03-24

ISLAMABAD, Mar 24 (APP): Experts at a roundtable, terming the tactics of tobacco industry manipulative said that
the industry is involved in tax evasion, hatching misleading propaganda, and presenting exaggerated statistics on
illicit trade of cigarettes to resist federal excise duty and other taxes to dent government’s revenue regime against
tobacco products. The roundtable on “Toba..... more >>

Experts Censure Tobacco Industry For Tax Evasion, Other Duties

Source: APP, Urdu Point Lahore , 2025-03-24

ISLAMABAD, (APP — Urdu Point/ Pakistan Point News - 24th Mar, 2025) Experts at a roundtable, terming the tactics
of tobacco industry manipulative said that the industry is involved in tax evasion, hatching misleading propaganda,
and presenting exaggerated statistics on illicit trade of cigarettes to resist federal excise duty and other taxes to dent
government’s revenue regime against tobacc..... more >>

Experts censure tobacco Industry for tax evasion, other duties

Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2025-03-24

ISLAMABAD, March 24 (SABAH): Experts at a roundtable, terming the tactics of tobacco industry manipulative said
that the industry is involved in tax evasion, hatching misleading propaganda, and presenting exaggerated statistics
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on illicit trade of cigarettes to resist federal excise duty and other taxes to dent government’s revenue regime against
tobacco products. The roundtable on “T..... more >>

SDPI Unmasks Tobacco Industry’s Economic Manipulations

Source: Web Desk, Pakistan Revenue , 2025-03-24

Islamabad, March 24, 2025 — Dr. Waseem lIftikhar Janjua, Senior Advisor at the Sustainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI), has raised serious concerns regarding the manipulative tactics employed by the tobacco industry,
particularly in tax evasion and policy influence. Speaking at a roundtable discussion titled “Tobacco Industry’s Tactics
of Manipulation of Budgetary Taxes: ..... more >>
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SDPI Articles

Defunding dilemma

Source: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, The News, International , 2025-03-16

The global aid landscape is undergoing a significant transformation as traditional donors sharply reduce their
contributions. In response to American demands for increased defence spending, many European countries are
reallocating funds from development to defence. The United Kingdom, historically a leader in international aid, has
announced a 40 per cent cut to its development budget to bolster ..... more >>

Tobacco control through deterrent taxes

Source: Syed Ali Wasif Naqvi, The News, International , 2025-03-16

I n a recent flurry of newspaper articles, lobbyists for the tobacco industry have urged the government to review its
policy of imposing heavy taxes on nicotine pouches and smokeless tobacco products to counter a surge inillicit trade.
The argument, repeated for many years before every budget cycle, is designed to forestall stricter regulation and
to..... more >>

A growing concern

Source: Dua Mobeen, The News, International , 2025-03-16

Educated youth are the backbone of any country’s development and growth. Unfortunately, Pakistan’s education
sector presents a bleak scenario. According to UNICEF, Pakistan currently has the world’s second-highest number
of out-of-school children (OOSC), with an estimated 22.8 million children aged 5-16 not attending school,
represen..... more >>

The cost of poor nutrition

Source: Dua Mobeen, The News, International , 2025-03-21

Food security and nutrition have become hot topics at conferences, workshops, and national and international
platforms due to their critical nature. A thorough examination of this issue reveals the complex interplay of multiple
factors, making it impossible to analyse in isolation. To fully comprehend its implications and identify effective
solutions, it is essential to explore the interconnected..... more >>

Our carbon bill is coming due

Source: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, The News, International , 2025-03-24

The European Union’s introduction of the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) is a significant
development in global trade and climate policy. Under the CBAM, starting in 2023, importers to the EU must report
carbon emissions for certain carbon-intensive goods, such as steel, cement, fertilizer, aluminium, electricity and
hydrogen. By 2026, CBAM will be fully integrated with the EU&rsq..... more >>

Our carbon bill is coming due

Source: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Geo News , 2025-03-24

The European Union’s (EU) introduction of the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) is a significant
development in global trade and climate policy. Under the CBAM, starting in 2023, importers to the EU must report
carbon emissions for certain carbon-intensive goods, such as steel, cement, fertiliser, aluminium, electricity and
hydrogen. By 2026, CBAM will be fully integrated with the E..... more >>

Future of the Indus Waters Treaty

Source: Shafgat Kakakhel, The News, International , 2025-03-28

The Indus Waters Treaty (IWT), signed by India and Pakistan on September 19, 1960, has been widely acclaimed
as the world’s most successful water-sharing agreement. It is especially lauded for ensuring unimpeded access to
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the water resources of the shared Indus River Basin by India and Pakistan, its major riparians, whose relations had
been predominantly adversarial India and Pakistan h..... more >>

Pakistan’s plastic waste emergency

Source: Soha Nisar, The News, International , 2025-03-28

Pakistan, like many nations, is grappling with a mounting crisis — ‘plastic waste’. As we mark the International Day of
Zero Waste on March 30, it is imperative to recognise that plastic pollution is not merely an environmental issue; it is
an economic, social, and political challenge that demands urgent, comprehensive solutions. While Canada’s battle
with single-use plast..... more >>

Pakistan’s Plastic Waste Emergency

Source: Soha Nisar, Daily Times , 2025-03-28

Pakistan, like many nations, is grappling with a mounting crisis- “plastic waste”. As we mark the International Day of
Zero Waste on March 30, it is imperative to recognize that plastic pollution is not merely an environmental issue; it is
an economic, social, and political challenge that demands urgent, comprehensive solutions. While Canada’s battle
with single-use plastics offe..... more >>

The plastic waste emergency

Source: Soha Nisar, The News, International , 2025-03-30

Pakistan, like many other nations, is grappling with a mounting crisis - plastic waste. As we observe the International
Day of Zero Waste on March 30, it is imperative to recognise that plastic pollution is not merely an environmental
issue; it is an economic, social and political challenge that demands urgent, comprehensive solutions. While
Canada&rs..... more >>

SDPI's Related Articles

Pakistan struggling as deforestation threatens food security

Source: Samiullah Randhawa, Minute Mirror , 2025-03-20

LAHORE: In the shadow of the Hindu Kush mountains, where snow leopards once prowled through dense forests,
Noor Bibi now treks six hours a day to gather firewood. Her calloused hands, scarred by years of scraping bark and
hauling branches, tell a story of survival in a land where forests are disappearing faster than hope. “When | was a
girl, these woods were so thick we’d find fuel in ..... more >>

Towards a green economy

Source: Erum Noor Muzaffar, The News, International , 2025-03-25

Climate change is more than an increase in temperature. It also includes sea level rise, changes in weather patterns
like drought and flooding. Things that we depend upon and value - water, energy, transportation, wildlife, agriculture,
ecosystems, and human health - are experiencing the effects of a changing climate. Climate change significantly
impacts the economy by causing more frequent and..... more >>

Pakistan’s Al potential stuck in third gear

Source: Sami Subhani, The News, International , 2025-03-31

KARACHI: The Agence Francaise De Development (AFD) has ranked Pakistan 98th out of 194 countries on its
Artificial Intelligence Investment Potential Index (AlIPI) 2025, highlighting deficiencies in human capital and
infrastructure as among the main factors holding the nation back. Published in February, the AlIPI 2025 takes into
account economic environment, governance, digital and physical inf..... more >>
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Pakistan's late crypto move

Source: Usman Hanif, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-03-31

KARACHI: Although late, as usual — a trait of any developing conservative country — Pakistan has finally decided to
adopt cryptocurrency. However, better late than never. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, on March 15, 2025,
constituted the Pakistan Crypto Council (PCC), mandated to introduce new regulatory guidelines for launching digital
currency — a move backed by all key stakeh..... more >>

SDPI's Related News

Trump’s tariff blitz: Reshaping global trade, sparing India (for now)

Source: Aimen Siddiqui, The News, International , 2025-03-17

KARACHI: US President Donald Trump’s obsession towards slapping tariffs on imports to curtail America’s trade
deficit is poised to disrupt the global market. As soon as he assumed charge, Trump signed executive orders
imposing a 25 per cent additional tariff on imports from Canada and Mexico and a 10 per cent additional tariff on
imports from China -- three out of the Top 10 countries ..... more >>

SEINETRNETS

‘Tobacco taxation should be seen as public health policy’

Source: Rasheed Khalid, The News, International , 2025-03-16

Islamabad: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) has said that
tobacco control knowledge hub will serve as a centralised platform for collaboration, coordination, advocacy and
evidence-based discussion. Dr Suleri was speaking at a seminar on “Tobacco taxation” organised here by SDPI
followed by soft launch of Pakistan’s first..... more >>

SDPI organises seminar on tobacco taxation ahead of budget

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-03-16

ISLAMABAD - Experts at a seminar underscored the need for data-driven policy-making in tobacco control and
taxation, especially when the next fiscal year’s budget is under preparation. The seminar organized by Sustainable
Development Policy Institute (SDPI) on tobacco taxation was followed by the soft launch of Pakistan’s first-ever
“Tobacco Control Knowledge Hub”. Dr Ab..... more >>

Webinar News

Call for dedicated force to enforce building codes, zero-waste strategies

Source: Our Correspondent , The News, International , 2025-03-18

Islamabad: Chairperson of the Senate’s Standing Committee on Climate Change Sherry Rehman on Monday
advocated for integrating construction industry concerns into national climate policies and proposed tax incentives
for green construction projects and higher taxes on non-compliant sectors. She also called for a dedicated force
within the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to implement bui..... more >>

Senator advocates tax incentives for ‘green construction projects’

Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-03-18

ISLAMABAD: Senate Standing Committee on Climate Change Chairperson Senator Sherry Rehman stressed the
need to integrate construction industry concerns into national climate policies on Monday and proposed tax incentives
for green construction projects and higher taxes on non-compliant sectors. She was speaking at a consultative
webinar organised by the Sustainable Development Policy Institute (..... more >>

Vol. 07, No. 06, Issue: 16-31 March 2025 Page 15 of 18


https://tribune.com.pk/story/2537287/pakistans-late-crypto-move
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=387439&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1292620-trump-s-tariff-blitz-reshaping-global-trade-sparing-india-for-now
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=385675&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1292261-tobacco-taxation-should-be-seen-as-public-health-policy
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=385548&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://www.nation.com.pk/16-Mar-2025/sdpi-organises-seminar-on-tobacco-taxation-ahead-of-budget
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=385549&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1292865-call-for-dedicated-force-to-enforce-building-codes-zero-waste-strategies
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=385810&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://www.dawn.com/news/1898541/senator-advocates-tax-incentives-for-green-construction-projects
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=385811&db_name=lib_news_2025

China Study Centre: E-Newsletter

Tax incentives for green construction a must to promote sustainability: Sherry

Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2025-03-17

ISLAMABAD, Mar 17 (APP): Senator Sherry Rehman, the Chairperson of Senate’s Standing Committee on Climate
Change, stressed the need for integrating construction industry concerns into national climate policies and proposed
tax incentives for green construction projects and higher taxes on non-compliant sectors. She was speaking at a
high-level consultative webinar, organized by the Sustain..... more >>

Tax incentives for green construction a must to promote sustainability: Sherry Rehman

Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2025-03-17

ISLAMABAD, March 17 (SABAH): Senator Sherry Rehman, the Chairperson of Senate’s Standing Committee on
Climate Change, stressed the need for integrating construction industry concerns into national climate policies and
proposed tax incentives for green construction projects and higher taxes on non-compliant sectors. She was speaking
at a high-level consultative webinar, organized by the Su..... more >>
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Experts For Adopting Green Ship Recycling Practices To Mitigate Environmental Impact

Source: APP, Urdu Point Lahore , 2025-03-21

ISLAMABAD, (APP - Urdu Point / Pakistan Point News - 21st Mar, 2025) Experts at a consultative webinar has
stressed the need for adopting green ship recycling practices to mitigate the impacts of oil spill and waste dumping
in the sea and exploring ways to integrate circular economy principles into Pakistan’s maritime sector. The webinar
on "Circularity in the Marine Environment and Sus..... more >>

Experts for adopting green ship recycling practices to mitigate environmental impact

Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2025-03-21

The webinar on “Circularity in the Marine Environment and Sustainable Ship Recycling in Pakistan” was organized
by Sustainable Development Policy Institute here. The experts also pointed out that the ports, which serve as the
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backbone of marine economy, can become hubs for circular activities by facilitating material reuse and recycling.
Abdul Sattar Khokhar, Senior Joint Secretary a..... more >>

Experts for adopting green ship recycling practices to mitigate environmental impact

Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2025-03-20

ISLAMABAD, Mar 21 (APP): Experts at a consultative webinar has stressed the need for adopting green ship
recycling practices to mitigate the impacts of oil spill and waste dumping in the sea and exploring ways to integrate
circular economy principles into Pakistan’s maritime sector. The webinar on “Circularity in the Marine Environment
and Sustainable Ship Recycling in Pakistan,”..... more >>
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Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2025-03-21
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Source: Staff Reporter, Urdu Point Lahore , 2025-03-22
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Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2025-03-22
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Workshop News

Senator Advocates Tax Incentives to Promote Green Construction

Source: Mrs. Anjum Shahnawaz, Pakistan Revenue , 2025-03-18

Islamabad, March 17, 2025 — Senator Sherry Rehman, Chairperson of the Senate Standing Committee on Climate
Change, has emphasized the urgent need to integrate the construction industry’s concerns into national climate
policies. She proposed tax incentives to encourage green construction projects while advocating for higher taxes on
non-compliant sectors. Speaking at a high-level cons..... more >>
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